Feeding of lovastatin to rats increases the activity of the hepatic mitochondrial outer carnitine palmitoyltransferase.
Administration of lovastatin to male, Sprague-Dawley rats by addition of the drug to the normal chow diet caused a two-fold increase in the activity of the hepatic mitochondrial outer carnitine palmitoyltransferase, but lovastatin apparently did not affect the sensitivity of the outer carnitine palmitoyltransferase to inhibition by malonyl-CoA. There was also no effect of lovastatin on the activity of the hepatic mitochondrial inner carnitine palmitoyltransferase. Feeding of cholestyramine to rats did not affect either the mitochondrial outer carnitine palmitoyltransferase or the mitochondrial inner carnitine palmitoyltransferase.